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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2013-431
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Crescimbeni
Date of Introduction: June 25, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F
Date of Analysis: June 27, 2013
Type of Action: Request for Florida Attorney General’s opinion
Bill Summary: The bill requests a legal opinion from the Florida Attorney General on three questions:
1. Can the City levy or impose a “new or subsequent” local option gas tax for a collection period to commence at some point after the current collection period of 30 years expires on August 31, 2016?

2. Can the City of Jacksonville “extend” the currently imposed local option gas tax for a collection period to commence at some point after the current collection period of 30 years expires on August 31, 2016?

3. In the event the City of Jacksonville may levy or impose a “new or subsequent” local option gas tax, or extend the currently imposed local option gas tax, for a collection period to commence after the current collection period of 30 years expires on August 31, 2016, for up to what maximum period of time could the new or extended local option gas tax be levied?

Background Information: The City initially declared its intention to levy a local option gas tax in 1983 for a period of 5 years but that declaration was never put into effect.  Subsequently the Florida Statutes were amended in 1985 to allow local governments to levy the gas tax in 10-year increments, which Jacksonville did for the period of September 1986 through August 1996.  In 1987 the Florida Statutes were amended again to allow counties already levying a local option gas tax to extend that tax in multi-year increments, but the wording was changed in a way that makes it unclear if a 30-year cap on the total length of all extensions of the tax is still in effect or not.  In 1991 the City renewed the local option gas tax for 20 additional years from August 1996 to August 2016, for a total of 30 years from the initial 10 year levy of 1986.  This bill requests an opinion from the Florida Attorney General as to whether the 30 –year cap on the gas tax is still in effect and, if not, for what subsequent period a new or renewed local option gas tax could be levied after August 2016.
Policy Impact Area: Transportation funding
Fiscal Impact: The local option gas tax was budgeted to produce approximately $28 million in FY12-13 which is allocated to Better Jacksonville Plan bond payments for road projects and to the JTA as a subsidy for mass transit operations.
Analyst: Clements

[image: image2.wmf]_975916892.unknown

